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Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Abatement Incentives Prior to Commencement of the AETS 
 
Greenfleet was the first organisation to establish forest sinks to offset greenhouse emissions in Australia.  Since 1997, 
this environmental charity has planted in excess of 3 millions native trees that, as they grow will sequester at least 
800,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, if not much more.  As a recognised industry leader in the 
existing voluntary carbon offset market, we are primarily interested in taking meaningful actions to the reducing 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƴǳŘŜd landscape. 
 
Greenfleet welcomes the introduction of an Australian Emissions Trading Scheme which will set the standards for the 
carbon offset industry on a national basis.  We agree that this scheme must reduce the compliance and administrative 
costs of the market as a whole and it must secure confidence in the carbon offset market by industry and the 
community.   
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŀǊƭȅ !ōŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ LƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎΩ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ tŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
further opportunity to participate in industry forums and discussions to refine the Australian Emissions Trading 
Scheme proposals.  Greenfleet has focused on the following aspects of the paper: 
 

¶ Emissions Targets 

¶ The Date ς 3 June 2007 ς Definition of Eligible Projects 

¶ Greenhouse Friendly Accredited Abatement 

¶ Forestry ςTransition to a covered sector 

¶ Industry greenhouse factors ς reporting upstream and downstream emissions 
 

Emissions Targets 
Knowing the emissions target will have a profound impact on the extent of abatement activities in the market.  Forest 
abatement projects though relatively quick to establish, deliver abatement over extended periods of time.  
Announcing emissions targets earlier rather than later will provide greater certainty in the offset industry.  We note 
that the emissions targets should be sufficiently aggressive to ensure that actions are taken earlier rather than later to 
prevent the serious impacts of climate change. 
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The Date ï 3 June 2007 ï Timing of Eligible Projects 
Forestry projects may or may not be eligible in the scheme depending on the definition of eligibility applied.  As shown 
ōŜƭƻǿΣ DǊŜŜƴŦƭŜŜǘΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ1 runs over an extended period of time with abatement activity 
ongoing for prolonged periods once the forest is planted.   
 

 
 
SeŎǘƛƻƴ оΦм ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ tŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψthe 
scheme will recognise abatement from eligible projects that occurs after 3 June 2007. Abatement could only be applied 
for projects that commenced after 3 June 2007 that satisfy the eligibility criteriaΦΩ  CƻǊŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ 
guidance on the commencement date of a project.   
 
As shown above, it could be argued that any forest sink project began when a site was approved, when a site was 
prepared, when stock for revegetation was ordered or when the planting had taken place.  Forest practice is subject to 
climatic conditions which means that the peak time for planting sites throughout the more temperate parts of 
Australia is between May to September (ie the cooler and generally wetter months of the year).  Greenfleet ensures 
that sites are planted at times when conditions are most likely to maximise the survival of the trees and by necessity 
planting dates are flexible within that planting window.  Thus very similar projects planned to be conducted at the 
same time may or may not be eligible depending on the actual planting date.  If strict criteria are applied such that any 
project planned prior to 3 June 2007 (ie we plan to establish forests on yet unidentified sites or we received payment 
for establishing a forest), it would prevent the recognition of significant additional abatement activity that occurred 
during the early onset period which is in essence additional.  For these reasons applying strict eligibility date will not 
recognise significant early abatement activity undertaken by the forest sink sector nor the ongoing abatement 
generated by that forest. 
 

                                                             
1  DǊŜŜƴŦƭŜŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ !Dh DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅϰ !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ !ōŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ {ǘŀƎŜ у ƻŦ ǘƘŜ у {ǘŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  The 
Independent Administrator has recommended to the AGO that Greenfleet is accredited under the Scheme. 


